Dec 15, 2025 Q4 PEC PLAYHOUSE
NEWSLETTER

In this issue:
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e Fun Facts

o And much more!! From all of us at Pec Playhouse Theatre, we wish you and your families Happy Holidays!! May

2026 bring you joy and good health.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

A ) “J MIRACLE ON 3rd STREET The “Miracle on 3™ Street — Rebuild Pec Playhouse Theatre” Capital Campaign has less

4 ot soprember 2025 than $100,000 left to raise to meet the fundraising goal of $1.75 million.
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“We recently had a donor pledge $125,000 to fund the lighting system and another donor
pledge $25,000 towards the sound system, “ said Laurie S. Miller, treasurer and Capital
Campaign manager for Pec Playhouse Theatre.
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In November, Pec Playhouse sent out a mailer to the local community to solicit donations
and get the campaign over the finish line. The mailer includes the theater design, pledge
cards, seat sponsorship information and also advertised our Christmas show which
wrapped up November 30, 2025.

“John Sweeney, chairman of the Winnebago County Economic Development committee and Aaron Booker, our county board rep,
were instrumental in obtaining a $150,000 host fee grant.” Said Miller, “This allowed us to move forward with the architectural
drawings which will in turn allow us to solicit bids for the project.” John Groh, GoRockford CEO and Angela Larson, CEO of the
Greater Rockford Chamber of Commerce, also facilitated the grant application process.

With 95% of the funds raised, Pec Playhouse plans to begin construction in spring of 2026 with the very ambitious goal of produc-
ing the 2026 Christmas show in the new space.

To donate to “Miracle on 3™ Street — Rebuild Pec Playhouse Theatre,” visit www.pecplayhouse.org or email Laurie Miller at
TREASURER@PECPLAYHOUSE.ORG or call her at 815-871-7042.

PECATONICA FOOD PANTRY

Every year, Pec Playhouse donates our half of the 50-50 raffle proceeds during our holiday show to the Pecatonica Food Pantry.
Some of the patrons who won the 50-50 drawings also donated their winnings to the Food Pantry. In addition, we had an individu-
al make a separate, generous donation to the Pantry. A check was presented to the Food Pantry on behalf of Pec Playhouse for

$1.160!



http://www.pecplayhouse.org
mailto:treasurer@pecplayhouse.org
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PPT NEWS

BOARD APPROVES PHASES Il and lll FOR NEW THEATER

PPT has now signed an agreement with Dave Zimmerman of DPI for Phase Il and Phase
Il of the new theater at 202 W. Third Street. Phase Il will involve developing the final
architectural drawings for the renovation of the existing Bennett construction building and
construction of the addition. Once these drawings are completed, we will be able to get
firm quotes for the work. Phase Il will be the construction phase of the project which we
hope to begin by late spring.

: ‘( Although we have not raised the entire amount to complete the new theater, we are close
B8l cnough to begin the next phases. The Miracle on Third Stret Capital Campaign will
8l continue to solicit funds until we have reached our goal.

In November 2025, the board approved the sale of our old lot at 314
Main Street to the Pecatonica Improvement Association. This followed
L. the transferal of the granary from PPT to the PIA earlier this year. The
. picture was taken in October 2021 on the site of the lot.

Pictured (from left to right) are Briana Bendorf, Emily Mitchell, Austin
Van Vleck, Kristina Bonk, Taylor Miller, Amanda Wood, Glen Wiegert,
Laura Wiegert, Brandon Williams, Toni Miller, Celsey Janes, Lenny
Adrignola.

PPT AND LOCAL MEDIA

PEC PLAYHOUSE ON WIFR’S MORNING BLEND

On Friday November 21, 2025, Jen Thompson and Doug Rappa, cast members from Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas, joined Mike
Garrigan on WIFR Channel 23’s Morning Blend. If you would like to see the entire video, click on the link below:

https://www.wifr.com/video/2025/11/21/pec-playhouse-theatre-presents-uh-oh-here-comes-christmas/
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PEC PLAYHOUSE IN NORTHWEST QUARTERLY MAGAZINE

On Tuesday December 2, Jim Taylor of the Northwest Quarterly came to our new theater to interview us for an article in the January
edition of their magazine. Representing PPT at the interview were Laurie Miller, Evelyn Petersen and Lenny Adrignola. The
Northwest Quarterly is a city/regional lifestyle and business publication highlighting the best of life in the Northern lllinois/Southern
Wisconsin and Northwest Chicagoland regions. Look for your copy in January!!



https://www.wifr.com/video/2025/11/21/pec-playhouse-theatre-presents-uh-oh-here-comes-christmas/
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2025 Season Update

You and your significant other are cordially inuited to.
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® Sisterhood of the Here Comes

Second Trinit IST !
Victory Church c"“gﬁ' '

Comedy

Saturday Lecember 13, 2025 7pm
Lhinks, appetigens and caakies will be sered + Clttine: Craistmas Cocktail

Ken Ludwig's Dear Jack, Dear Louise - We completed a successful run on from May 16 through May 25. Patrons were treated
to a superb performance by Sierra Goddard and Jeremy Ramsey under the skilled direction of Odette Little.

The Charitable Sisterhood of the Second Trinity Victory Church - Audiences loved all six performances with two of them sold
out! The show ran from August 22 through August 31. It starred Marley Gibbons, Lisa Eckman-Kelly, Ali Leonard, Mary Alice Pe-
terson, Laura Keith-Schwartz, and Nicole Wood. It was expertly directed by Michele Brackett-Bonzi.

Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas - Unfortunately a late November snow storm forced us to cancel two shows, but 317 tickets were
sold to the five performances from November 21 through November 30. The cast and crew had a great time and comments from
our patrons indicated they did too., Glen Wiegert directed the show. Arianne Baer was our stage manager. On stage were Doug
Rappa, Jen Thompson, Rosemary Million, Kurtis Lawler, Mike Freeze, Sharon Hall and Lenny Adrignola. See pictures from the
show below.

On December 13 we held a cocktail fundraiser, Christmas Cheer with Maestro Kevins Stites. More about this on Page 5.

Thanks to all our patrons, volunteers, casts and crews who helped make 2025 a success.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT—Laurie Miller

Our volunteer spotlight for December 2025 is Laurie Miller. Laurie lives in the country near Lake Summerset on her husband Bob’s
home farm with their five cats and family dog, Jake. She first volunteered for PPT in 2005 when her son, Luke, played Flick in A
Christmas Story. Laurie played the mother. She says that breaking that leg lamp is still one of the highlights of her performing arts
career. She became more involved as her family did. Besides her son, her other children, her husband and her parents have been
part of the PPT family over the years.

She has been on stage as an actor as well as working backstage, including designing and making some of the best costumes PPT
has ever seen. She is currently a board member and holds the office of Treasurer.

She recently finished the costumes for Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas and organized a Christmas fundraiser at Maestro Kevin
Stite’s beautiful home held on December 13 (see page 5). The event was more than sold out!

Laurie has two favorite roles she has played. The first is Kate Dennis in PPT’s 2008 production of Love, Sex and the I.R.S. She
especially loved smashing a bottle over the head of IRS agent Floyd Spinner, played by Ken Dull. The second is Stacy Jenkins in
the World Premiere of Waste Mismanagement in 2012.

Laurie has led the Capital Campaign, Miracle on 3rd Street, to transform the Bennett Building in Pecatonica into our new theater,
since late 2024. The board recently approved proceeding with Phases Il and I, which means we will soon have final drawings and
bids so the actual work can begin.

It is safe to say, the new theater would not have happened without Laurie. She has tirelessly given her time and energy, and con-
tributed financially. When we open the doors on our new theater, we will all have Laurie to thank for it.

WALL OF SIGNATURES

How many of you signed the wall at the old theater over the years?
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CHRISTMAS CHEER WITH MAESTRO KEVIN STITES

On December 13, 2025, PPT held a fundraising Christmas cocktail party, Christmas Cheer with Maestro Kevin Stites at Kev-
in’s house in Pecatonica. Over 50 people enjoyed wonderful music, courtesy of Kevin Stites at the piano and very special guest
singer Jodi Beach. In addition to the music, attendees were treated to delicious refreshments and an absolutely beautifully deco-
rated home. Thank you Kevin and Joseph for hosting and making it a memorable evening for all.

PPT CELL PHONE

Ln cht_?ber 2025, we switched our Box Office phone to a cell phone with T-Mobile. The cost is the same as we were paying. The
enefits are:

e Patrons can now TEXT us in addition to calling
e |t will be easier to both leave and retrieve voicemail
e The phone will be completely portable so we can answer it from anywhere

e We can use it as a Wi-Fi hot spot should we need an internet connection and no Wi-F i is available

The phone number remains the same 815-239-1210
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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PPT FUN FACTS (Answers below)

Can you guess which shows the pictures below are from?

ANSWERS A. Miracle on 34th Street (2015) D. Harvey (1998)
B. Mamma Mia (2019) E. My Fair Lady (2000)
C. Kitchen Witches (2024) F. Love, Sex and the I.R.S. (2020)

BONUS QUESTION: Only three actors have been on stage for a show in each of the four decades PPT has been open
(1990’s, 2000’s, 2010’s and 2020’s). Can you name them? (Answer is at the bottom of the page.)

ANNUAL MEETING

Pec Playhouse will once again hold their annual membership

CONTACT US

PHONE or TEXT: 815-239-1210 meeting. Anyone who has volunteered at least 10 hours in 2025

WEB SITE: pecplayhouse.org or has paid a supporting membership fee, is eligible to become a

FACEBOOK: Facebook Link member. If you feel you qualify and have not been contacted,

EMAIL tickets@pecpla3[house.org please call or text 815-239-1210. Even if you are not a member,
the meeting is open to the public.

ADDRESS Pec Playhouse Theatre DATE: Saturday January 10, 2026

202 W. Third Street
PO Box 238, Pecatonica, IL 61063

TIME: 2:30 PM
PLACE: First Congregational Church
633 Reed Street, Pecatonica

Pec Playhouse Theatre

Board of Directors EXTERNAL PERFORMANCES

In addition to performing for our patrons, PPT also is
available to perform for your organization. If you would
like to work with us for an event your organization is
holding, please contact Michael Dice
(diceman54@hotmail.com)

President: Glen Wiegert (president@pecplayhouse.org)
Vice President: Brian Pauley (vicepresident@pecplayhouse.org)
Secretary: Lenny Adrignola (secretary@pecplayhouse.org)
Treasurer: Laurie Miller (treasurer@pecplayhouse.org)
Arnie Ames, Arianne Baer, Odette Little, Evelyn Petersen, Jeremy
Ramsey

2026 Board Meetings

Jan 14 Feb 11 Mar 11 Apr8 May 13 Jun 10 Jul 8 Aug 12 Sep 9 Oct 14 Nov 11 Dec 9
All meetings at 202 W. Third Street in Pecatonica

BONUS QUESTION ANSWER: Glen Wiegert, Bruce Wiegert, Rosemary Million


mailto:diceman54@hotmail.com
https://pecplayhouse.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PecPlayhouseTheatre
mailto:frontofhouse@pecplayhouse.org

